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The  Unprofitable  Servant
We are going to talk about Responsibility this month.  “Knowing and doing the will of God . . . or what God and others expect of me.”  That’s quite a statement, isn’t it?  I had a fun time this morning with our fifth and sixth graders because we were talking to them about the fact that it is one thing to know what God expects of us.  It may be another thing to do it.  It is not enough to just know. 

And, by the same token, parents, this is some good news for you – I told them that it’s not enough to know what Mom and Dad expect of us.  It’s also imperative that we do what God and Mom and Dad say and expect of us.  I also told them, parents, “If you’re not absolutely sure what Mom and Dad have said, that they expect of you, then ask them.”  So don’t get worn out if they ask you some questions, because they want to be absolutely sure.  I told them that it is important to be absolutely sure.  That’s one reason that it might be important to ask questions around the church, “Does God really say this . . . that He wants me to do this? Is this what God expects of me?”  Nothing wrong with asking the question like that.  But there is something wrong with having a lot of knowledge and not having any doing.  James told us that – God told us that in one book – that knowing and not doing is not faith.  Faith is knowing and doing.  We talk about growing in the Lord, it’s one thing to grow in knowledge but if you don’t do, then all you have is knowledge, and the Bible says that knowledge “puffs up.”  God says that He resists those that “puff up.”  He doesn’t give grace to those kinds of people, He gives grace to those that are humble.  So the only way to really grow in the Lord, is to know and to do – to have some obedience there.

Let me ask you a question: Do you believe the only reason that God saved you was so you could go to heaven when you die?  There are a lot of Christians that live like that.  A lot of Christians that see things in the Bible, but there is no indication of knowing God other than to say, “I know Jesus Christ as my Savior and when I die, I’m going to go to heaven.” 

So, I can tell you that the answer to the question is, absolutely not!  In Ephesians 2:8 & 9, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, least any man should boast.” In those two verses he says we can’t earn our way to heaven, we can’t do anything to get to heaven.  He says that it is by grace that you are saved . . . but once you have, verse 10 is the follow-up, “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, . . .” You don’t do good works to go to heaven -- but because you have been saved, you do good works.  You have been created to do good works.  

I’ve thought about this more and more last night, it ought to be so simple.  If the only reason that God saved us was to go to heaven, then the minute we got saved, we’d go!  But that’s not it.  God says again in verse 10, that we are, “created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” We are saved for the “here and now,” not just the “sweet by and by” although that is going to be a great benefit of it.  So that out of our life should come a very, very significant dimension of God’s purpose – so we never want to take lightly our relationship to God.

We’re going to talk about the word servant today.  I looked up the word in my concordance and the word “servant” or “servants” appears in the King James Version, 151 times in 146 verses throughout the Bible.  So I know that there's something really important about servant or servants.  So I want you to quickly take a tour of the New Testament with me starting in . . .

Romans 1:1, “Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ . . .” Paul identifies himself a servant of Jesus Christ.  Even though he says he’s, “called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God.” He goes on to say these other things about himself, he identifies himself first as a servant of Jesus Christ.

Romans 16:1, “I commend unto you Phebe our sister, which is a servant of the church . . .” He identifies someone else as being a servant.

Galatians 1:10, “For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.”  Paul – as servant – seeks to only please God, the Master—not trying to please men.

Colossians 4:12, “Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ . . ." He identifies somebody else as being a servant.

James 1:1, “James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ . . .” James as he starts this epistle here, says he himself is a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 Peter 1:1, “Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ . . .” Isn't it interesting to see that Peter identifies himself as a servant first, then an apostle.  We have the tendency to list our greatest accomplishments first.  But these men all say that they are first a servant and then apostles. Just as Jesus taught that anyone who would be great, let him be a servant.   

Jude 1, “Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James . . . ” It's amazing, even before he identifies himself as being a brother of James, he again said I'm a servant of Jesus Christ.

Revelation 1:1, “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to show unto his servants (Who's that?  That's us!) things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John:”  

Then let’s go back and look at 1 Corinthians 7:20-23,

20 Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was called.

21 Art thou called being a servant? Care not for it: but if thou mayest be made free, use it rather.

22 For he that is called in the Lord, being a servant, is the Lord’s freeman: likewise also he that is called, being free, is Christ’s servant.

23 Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men.

Again Paul is saying that he is concerned about pleasing God and not worried about pleasing men.

1 Peter 2:13-16

13 Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme;

14 Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well.

15 For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men:

16 As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of God

1 Corinthians 3:9, “For we are labourers together with God, ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s building.” 

What we are trying to establish here is that we are all servants of God.  Anybody who is a born again believer, has moved into a realm of being one of God’s servants.  It's not just the apostles, and it's not just some others that are mentioned, but it's all of us.  Everyone of us is a servant of the Lord Jesus Christ.

As we examine this issue of servanthood and responsibility, we come across a passage in Luke that presents – what I believe to be -- one of the hardest sayings that Jesus Christ has said to the church.  We’re going to talk about the kingdom issue of the “Unprofitable Servants.”

Now, if I were choosing a “profitable” servant of God, my list would look something like this: I would choose the ones who attend every service – come Sunday morning and come back Sunday night . . . and are also here Wednesday for prayer meeting . . . attend Sunday School every week  . . . tithe . . . 10 % right off the top . . . visit prospects every week . . . is a soul winner . . . live a “separate life”  (moral) . . . work in V.B.S. or in Sunday School, etc. . . . volunteer when “the call” goes out (Praise God for those in the nursery!) . . . serve on a committee or team.  The ones who do all this  . . . these would be on MY list of profitable servants.  Those that do what our Lord has commanded us to do.  These are the faithful . . . dependable folks that every local church must have to minister as it should.  If I were choosing the profitable servants, these would be the ones . . . they’ve done that which they are supposed to do.

Now, who would we consider as “unprofitable’ servants of God??? If I were choosing them, I’d choose the fellow who comes to church once a year or perhaps even once a month.  I’d choose the fellow who never or seldom comes to Sunday School.  I’d choose the fellow who never goes out visiting prospects . . . never invites anyone to come to church to hear the Word of God preached . . . to hear Gospel music sung or to fellowship with believers. I’d choose the fellow who never tells anyone Jesus is the only way to get to Heaven . . . the fellow who knows that if that relative, or neighbor, or fellow-employee, or person they see regularly at the grocery store or gas station . . . never hears about Jesus, never trusts in Christ as Savior, will die and spend eternity in hell, and never once wins a person to Christ, I’d choose him as an unprofitable servant. 

I’d choose the fellow who robs God every week . . .. robs God?? Yes . . . doesn’t tithe?  Maybe doesn’t give to God at all.  The one who drinks God’s water, breathes God’s air, eats God’s herbs, vegetables, and fruits, enjoys God’s sunshine, appreciates God’s sunrise and sunset, lives on God’s world, lives only because God has given him life, enjoys God’s blessings, and then . . . after daring to take all that God has given him, would not even give to God that which is His???  The first 10% of his income . . . or increase.

If I were choosing the unprofitable servants of God, I’d choose the fellow who lives an immoral life.  I’d choose the fellow who never volunteers for other jobs around the church. Now, that’s who I’d pick as the profitable or an unprofitable servants. Without a show of hands, how many would agree with my lists?

Well, let me tell you something startling . . . God says, “Bro. Lee, you’re ‘all wet’ . . . your lights are on, but nobody’s home . . . Bro. Lee, your elevator doesn’t go all the way to the top.”  What am I saying? I’m saying this . . . God says, our list of unprofitable servants are not even servants at all. And our list of profitable servants are unprofitable!  That shocks me!  That shocks me when I stop to think about it. And I've known this truth for a long, long time but when I think about Responsibility, "Knowing and doing what God expects me to do" and the context of this whole study and I thought about this verse and started looking at it and the verses around it.  God says that everybody that I would put on my list of profitable servants of God – a Pastor's list -- , God says, "Pastor, they're unprofitable."  That's a hard saying, isn't it? Can you believe that?  

Turn to Luke chapter 17, verse 7

7 But which of you, having a servant plowing or feeding cattle, will say unto him by and by, when he is come from the field, Go and sit down to meat?

8 And will not rather say unto him, Make ready wherewith I may sup, and gird thyself, and serve me, till I have eaten and drunken; and afterward thou shalt eat and drink?

9 Doth he thank that servant because he did the things that were commanded him?  I think not.

10 So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all these things which are commanded you, say, We are unprofitable servants: we have done that which was our duty to do.

Isn't that amazing?!?  Isn't that incredible?!? That we hear the Lord Jesus Christ say that the one who does all the good, the one who does all that he's commanded to do, the one who does his duty, is called by our Lord Jesus Christ an unprofitable servant. That shocks me really.  I believe it with all my heart, because it's there, but it just doesn't fit in with man's way of thinking – because if I had made my list I would have said, these are the profitable ones.  There is some kind of truth here that the Lord wants us to understand.  As we are talking about responsibility and as we look at where we stand in “the Master’s eyes.”  The key to the verse is the word “unprofitable.” This will shock you even more . . . in the original Greek, it means “useless”!   What is Jesus really saying? He's saying . . . God has a plan and the local church is a part of that plan.  The born again believers who comprise that local church are to be God’s servants.  And IF the servants do as they are told to do, God’s plan works as He planned it . . . nothing more.  

You see, God has a plan for ministering to the members of the local church or to the lost people around the local church.  And for God’s plan to be fulfilled, God’s servants must do as God has commanded.  That's one of the great tragedies that we can't quite seem to understand as the church . . . we are in the church, we are part of the body of Christ, we are all in this thing together and when one hurts we all hurt, when one rejoices we all rejoice, when one doesn't do their job, it hurts us all.  When one doesn't hold up their end of the stick it's a weaker link there, and it tears down the work that we are doing.  The idea here is that until we all do -- in the church -- what we're told to do, then we're not even getting to the point of being unprofitable.

Now, let me take some “side points” for just a moment. As in the parable, if we are a servant, we are not in charge of our life . . . our Master is.  That is so important for us to understand.  We are not in charge of our life, if we're a servant.  And that's why that Scripture tells us again and again that people who say they are in the church, need to check whether they are a servant, or not. Because, being a servant means that you show up and you serve and you do the things that God's commanded you to do. Worked all day, time to relax, the Master said, "Hey you! Don't you sit down or don't you fix your own supper, yet, fix mine before you fix your own."  And He said "likewise, you do as the Master has commanded you."

As in the parable, when we have done all that we have been commanded to do, we shouldn’t be expecting any rewards, . . . we’ve just done our duty. So I want to say to you that not only is that a problem in the church, but folks that is a problem in America today. That's a problem in the company that you work for.  That's a big problem in the company that you work for because everybody wants to work and get something for nothing. And this Bible says that a servant of the Master – and that the employer is the Master and as Christians we are suppose to be good servants.  We are suppose to be faithful servants, and we're suppose to be profitable servants. 

Now how do we get there?  For one thing, do all that you are commanded to do and realize that you are unprofitable at that point. And here's the reasoning behind all that. The owner of a company has a plan, and that plan is to go out and have that business and to make some money.  They say it will cost this much, and if we do this, and this we can breakeven.  And if we can do more, without it costing us more, then we can make a profit. Now here's the point – especially at the office – the only way to become a profitable employee is to do more than you are paid to do.  If we go out and do more than what we've been commanded to do then we could be a profitable servant in the kingdom of God.

We have so many folks today that want something for nothing.  Whether it’s kids around the house, employees at the office, or whatever, but the bottom line is this, if we are going to let folks know that we are a Christian -- linking ourselves up to the Master, the Lord Jesus – then we ought to be the employee who gives more everyday that we get paid for.  We ought to want to be known as a profitable servant down at the office.  And we ought to be the same way in God's kingdom.

This whole issue is a kingdom issue.  What's taking place down at the church is not the issue. We need to be thinking outside the walls of this church.  One of the greatest pains of the local church is having to put up with all of the stuff going on down at the church so you can't get out of the church. Chasing around people who are unprofitable – maybe not even servants at all – so that we could go out and be profitable servants.  That's a challenge, isn't it? To realize that God equates that when we've done all that which is our duty to do, that we are still unprofitable.  This thing still shocks me! Even after 20 years of having seen this and thought about this and remembering back to the days when I was in business, it just shocks me – that I can't see that list and say,"Boy howdy, I'm a profitable servant, when I've done all these things that God's commanded me to do."  But God says that's an unprofitable servant.  The only one who is profitable, when it is all said and done, is the one who has done more than they were paid to do, or commanded, or told to do.  

You want to know something, we sang about it in a song this morning – and that is this – Love so divine that causes me to love Him.  Let me ask you a question – How many of you that are in love with somebody will do more than what they expect you to do?   Do you remember how you felt when you were young and in love?  You were so much in love that you wanted to do more than they expected.  And that is exactly what God wants us to do – to make an impression by being a profitable servant.

The only thing that people have a right to expect about Jesus Christ is what we can show them He's done in our life.  At the office, if you always want to have a job, be responsible.  Employers are always looking for responsible people. 

Now the reason that Jesus told this to His apostles is an eight-letter word . . . HUMILITY.  It's not service, scripture tells us that any true servant of the Lord will do what He's commanded us to do, no questions asked.  That just shows whether we love Him or not. Because when you fall in love with someone, you always want to do more than what they expect.  Jesus is saying when you've been faithful and dependable, don't get all puffed up.  Don't think more of yourself and scripture tells us that in many other places that we should not think more highly of ourselves.  How many of us this morning if we kept that first list that I would consider a profitable servant and could check off everything on that list with our name at the top of the page, how many of us would say "I'm a profitable servant of God.  I'm a hum-dinger at the church? I'm one of the pillars?"  And God said, "No you're not, maybe in your eyes, but I don't want you to get puffed up."  I want you to remain humble.  All you've done is just help me to breakeven. I've got a plan.  

Recently I've had the opportunity to visit with Bro. Wayne Flemings -- who started Mexico Missions over 20 years ago -- and with John Pierce in Cincinnati. I told both of them that what is incredible about little Anchor is that it seems we are having more influence in Mexico and in Cincinnati than we are on West Little York Road.  Incredible.  You ought to hear what people are saying about Anchor in Mexico.  You ought to hear what people are saying about Anchor in Cincinnati.  Praise the Lord that it is a kingdom issue and that He has a plan and that we can get in on that plan however many of us there are.  Even though He can look at you and me and say "unprofitable" He wants us to be a part of HIS plan.  That's why we're here to be a part of the plan of the kingdom of God. How awesome is our God and His church.  We need to see folks getting saved, and being touched by God. Praise the Lord that God has a plan and the only ones that can limit the plan is us.

Can you imagine what it would be like to be in a church – regardless of the size – where everybody was a profitable servant?  I believe that's where the church ought to be.  We need to just do what God says.  Don't be "burned-out," but being worn out for the kingdom of God is OK.  God wants to do something with folks who are profitable, sold-out to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Let's pray.
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