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Contending  For  the  Faith

So far this month we have looked at “The Royal Battle” – are we loyal to God or are we just playing a game?  Next “Eradicating All Unforgiveness” where we discussed the fact that unresolved issues, such as bitterness, hinder our loyalty.  Last week the message title was “The Loyal and the Infidels” and Paul described his situation just before his death  . . . with the loyal folks, Luke and Mark and the infidels, Demas and Alexander the Coppersmith.

Today the message is entitled, “Contending For the Faith.”  In Luke, chapter 19 we find Jesus’ last instructions for the church tucked away in a parable called “The Parable of the 10 Pounds.” Jesus has just had his encounter with Zaccheus.  Luke 19:5-10 (KJV):

5 And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, and said unto him, Zaccaeus, make haste, and come down; for today I must abide at thy house.

6 And he made haste, and came down, and received him joyfully.

7 And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, That he was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner.

8 And Zaccaeus stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold.

9 And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham.

10 For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.  

Then in verse 11, he continues with a parable, and then in verse 13 we receive the basic instructions, “occupy til I come.”  The parable of the 10 talents is a parable about the faithful being faithful until the master returns from a journey.  That’s the period we, the church, are in right now.

So, what is it that our Master, the Lord Jesus Christ, has given us “to be faithful with” until He returns?  The Faith.

It’s no wonder we find a warning just before the last book of the New Testament that fits well in picturing loyalty to the church of the Lord Jesus in the days just before His second coming.  Our text is the Book of Jude.  This book is only 25 verses long and is right before Revelation.

1 Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called:

2 Mercy unto you, and peace, and love, be multiplied.

3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.
4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.

5 I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed not.

6 And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.

7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.

8 Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities.

9 Yet Michael the archangel when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.

10 But these speak evil of those things which they know not: but what they know naturally, as brute beasts, in those things they corrupt themselves.

11 Woe unto them! For they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core.

12 These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves without fear: clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots;

13 Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever.

14 And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints,

15 To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.

16 These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh great swelling words, having men’s person in admiration because of advantage.

17 But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ;

18 How that they told you there should be mockers in the last time, who should walk after their own ungodly lusts.

19 These be they who separte themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit.

20 But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost,

21 Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.

22 And of some have compassion, making a difference:

23 And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.

24 Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy,

25 To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.

After a beautiful greeting talking about our “common salvation,” Jude feels compelled to challenge all believers to contend for the Faith.  “I find it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith . . .” And he tells us the enemy will send folks who “turn the grace of God into lewdness and deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ.”

It’s actually the Holy Spirit, speaking through the pen of Jude, and He doesn’t mince words, does He?  Stating that “certain men crept in unawares . . . ungodly men . . . turning the grace of God into lasciviousness (lewdness), and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Then he calls them “filthy dreamers” . . . who defile the flesh, despise dominion, reject authority, and speak evil of dignitaries.  He says they have gone in the way of Cain, and “ran greedily after the error of Balaam and perished in the gainsaying of Core for reward.”  Beware, beloved!  Remain loyal to the Faith!

Notice how these infidels are described as murmurers, complainers, and walking after their own lusts.  In other words . . . doing what’s right in their own eyes.  Their mouth speaks “great swelling words, having men’s persons in admiration, because of advantage.” In other words . . . they flatter people to gain advantage, they are manipulators.

Basically, false teachers operate in one of two ways, (1) out and out false teaching.  How can a Christian be caught up with this kind of teaching? . . . They’re unstable.  James, Jude’s brother, in his epistle, call them “double-minded.”  (2) Deceptive, counterfeit teaching always “clouded” with a lot of spiritual-sounding stuff.

Now, let’s go back and see two very important statements made about what and how these infidels do their work . . . (verse 4), 1. They turn the grace of our God into evil.  The grace of God is awesome.  We are what we are by the grace of God. And 2. They deny the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.  Now, here’s the heart of what we must contend for . . . that which is truly of the grace of God and that which is God. Sounds simple, doesn’t it?  “Pastor, I would never turn the grace of God into evil.”  You wouldn’t?  “Pastor, I would never deny the Lord God, and the Lord Jesus Christ.”  You wouldn’t?

· Have you ever thought or taught:  “If I can do something great for the Lord, then He will be pleased . . . and I will gain His favor and acceptance.”???

Such has its roots in hell, for it denies our standing before the Father by faith in Christ’s work, not our own.

· Have you ever thought or taught: “I must do this or that to be a ‘successful Christian’.”???  If I can just keep my “to do” list???

Such has its roots in hell.  Nowhere are we commended for doing great things; rather, the emphasis of Scripture is our faithfulness in the smallest of things, such as a child, obedience . . . a wife, respect for her husband . . . a husband, love for his wife.  “Successful” Christianity involves: forgiving (whether I want to or not and whether or not they deserve it), loving the unlovable, giving (instead of storing up treasures on earth), and abiding in Christ.

· Have you ever thought or taught: “People deserve to be treated a certain way because of their actions.”???

Such has its roots in hell.  The kind of forgiveness, love, submission, and respect toward others, which our Lord requires of us, will never come if based on their actions.  The Lord makes such demands on the basis of how He has treated us, not how others have acted.  We are to love, as He has loved us.  We are to lose our life for He lost His for us.  We are to give up all for Him who gave up all for us.

· Have you ever thought or taught: “I want to imitate the life of Christ.”???

Such has its roots in hell.  We are not called to “generate” the life of Christ, but to receive it.  We are not called to imitate the life of Christ, but to participate in it!  Listen, abiding in Christ, we will find ourselves doing by very nature the things so many struggle and work for years to accomplish, because we have the same fiber, the same life, and the same spirit as the vine, being one with Him!

You see, Jesus has said it and we try and try to imitate His life.  You can try until hell freezes over and it will not work.  You just can’t do it in the flesh and we’ve got to learn that’s not it . . . that’s false teaching. . . that’s not truth.

Recently we were having dinner with our missionaries in Mexico and the group of folks who are in their “Growing Kids God’s Way” class.  One gentleman made the comment during the evening that they had really learned that they just couldn’t do it themselves, that God had to do it.  They were not capable.  I said that that was the bottom line, to being a “not.”  They kinda’ looked at me as it was translated to them about being a “not.”  It’s about being a “not,” . . . because Paul was a “not.”  He said, “I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live yet it’s not me.”  He was a “not.” We have to let God live His life in us. That is such a great and liberating truth that you and I -- in our flesh -- are not meant to go out and live the Christian life.  We are beating our heads against the wall.  If we are going to try to be faithful, try to be all these things, we’ll fail.  Many even say that Christianity doesn’t work, that this Jesus stuff doesn’t work.  He does work. He’ll always work. He’ll always work in your individual life and in your marriage. If a marriage is not working, it’s because Jesus Christ is not the center of it, and you haven’t become a “not.” There’s somebody in the house that hasn’t become a “not” . . . there’s somebody that is still operating in the flesh and operating on the basis of “I want this,” and “I want that,” and “I want you to do this,” and “I want you to do that.” They have not become a “not.” They have not become like the Lord Jesus who gave up everything for us and said, I’m willing to give up everything for you . . . I’m willing to be “one” with you, because He said He was willing to be “one” with us.

We’ve missed the simple basis truths that can give us everything that we want; simple statements that are in reality overwhelming.  In Hebrews we're told that God is not ashamed to be called our God.  Does that overwhelm you?  God says He is not ashamed to be called our God? There are times when I look at Him and say, “You ought to be ashamed to be called my God, because I am so bad.  I can’t believe you are not ashamed to be called my God, because of who I am."  But He says, "I’m not ashamed to be your God, Lee, I’m not ashamed of you. I just want you to let Me be Me in you and you be a “not.”  You get out of the way, and you let Me love Barbara, and you let Me love the people of Anchor, and you let Me love all those people who are not “nots,” and you let Me love your neighbor.  I know they may smell differently than you do, or talk differently than you do, but they are just as important to Me as you."  We ought to be about the business of loving folks as He loves them. There’s only one way to ever do that, and that is to become a “not.” 

Let me give you one more illustration.

· Have you ever thought or taught:  “The blood of Jesus Christ provides the forgiveness of sins and keeps us from hell in the future, but it is of no practical use for the present.”???

Such has its roots in hell. Ignorance of the daily work of the blood in defeating all the enemies that we have, is one of Satan’s most prized accomplishments. We in the church are quick to think about what the blood did on Calvary and for eternity, but we’ve lost sight of what the blood does every day.  The blood releases in our life -- moment by moment -- the means of securing victory over every temptation, every lying emotion, every fear, every frustration and any other enemy we have.

Let me ask you a wonderful question . . . Can you be as bold in making an appeal to God when you have failed Him, as you are when you have been a “success”?  If not, then your standing and basis for being bold in making an appeal to God, is based not on the blood, but on your own perceived righteousness.  When you have failed, enter boldly before the Father and you will discover just how precious this blood is to Him.  One of the most simple and beautiful scriptures is James 1:5, “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God . . .”  He does not qualify it or give it unreservedly. He does not put an asterisk there and say its only for those who have had their quiet time everyday for the last two weeks, or only for those who have been out witnessing on Saturday morning or during the week, or its only for those who have been in Sunday School every Sunday for the past month.  There’s no asterisk there, folks.  It’s only God saying, “Come to me and I want to give you My wisdom.”  He’s so quick to take us whether we’ve just come out of a failure or what we’d call a “success.”  Turn back to the awesome scripture in Hebrews 10:19-23:

19 Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus,

20 By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh;

21 And having an high priest over the house of God;

22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.

23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)

Paul said, “let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering . . .” Jude said, “I exhort you that you should earnestly contend for the faith . . .” for there are some who “turn the grace of our God into evil,” and “deny the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Let me sum all the false teaching up in one sentence . . . Teaching that lands at our feet and tells what we must do, is not  truth.

The opposite is . . . Teaching that exalts the grace of our God, the Holy Lord God, and lifts up our Lord Jesus Christ, is teaching that ends at the feet of Jesus and explains what He does for me is truth.  Our lives are full of teaching and believing that turns the grace of our God  into evil . . . and denies the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.

His ultimate display of loyalty is not to people or to associations, but to the truth. In John 6:66-68:

66 From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him.

67 Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will you also go away?

68 Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life.

When teaching ends at the feet of Jesus Christ, it is the Words of Life. Whether it is life right now, or eternal life.  It’s Him doing it in us and not us having to do it.  God can change habits just like that [snap of fingers].  The world says you have to do something 21 days in a row for it to become a habit in your life.  God can give you new habits . . . just like that [snap of fingers], take away old habits . . . just like that [snap of fingers].  That’s the truth! That’s how powerful our Lord Jesus is.  He can change a marriage just like that [snap of fingers].

Let’s pray.   How loyal has your thinking been? How loyal has your believing been? How loyal has your teaching been? 
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