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Paul Thanks the Philippians

The Apostle Paul demonstrated a grateful heart.  In his letter to the church of Philippi, Paul commends the church for helping him financially.  The text says in Philippians 4:15-16 that the people of Philippi sent him money when he traveled from Macedonia and while he was in Thessalonica.  While Paul could have survived without their support (c.f. 4:11-13), he made it a priority to show his gratefulness for their generosity.

In the text, Paul also clarifies, “I don’t say this because I want a gift from you.  What I want is for you to receive a well-earned reward because of your kindness (4:17).”  Paul’s motive for thanking them was not his own future benefit!  He did not say “thank you” so that he would keep “getting.”  Paul showed the Philippians gratitude because he wanted them to receive their just reward for giving.

Paul was faithful to observe how the people of Philippi were serving him, give them the gratitude they deserved, and thank them with the right motives.

*All Scripture quotations are taken from Philippians 4:10-17 in the New Living Translati







