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Truthfulness is earning future trust by accurately reporting past facts.
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Jesus: Our Only Truth

Psalm 15:1, 4


Lord, who may dwell in you sanctuary?  Who may live on your holy hill?…He who keeps his oath, even when it hurts.

Truthfulness is a diminishing quality of life in our society.  Our youth appear to live by the standard “what is right is what you get away with,” not what is proper and appropriate.  The standards set by God are quite different from the ones permeating our society.  God honors the person whose life is based on the truth and stands by what he says.  In the verse above, it is apparent God expects us to live by what we say, even when we realize what we have said may not be in our own best interests of if it may hurt.  

Truthfulness is one of the qualities of life that others judge us by each day.  Who wants a friend or associate who can not be trusted to tell the truth?  Likewise, who only tells you what you want to hear, whether it is the truth or not?

In Exodus (chapters 7-12), we see Moses confronting Pharaoh with the truth.  Moses repeatedly put himself in danger by consistently telling Pharaoh what God had said, even if it cost him his life.  The Israelites saw the truthfulness of Moses and realized they could trust him.  Then, when it came to the institution of the Passover, they were quick to follow his direction in order to save the lives of the firstborn of Israel.

John 14:6


…I am the way, the truth, and the life: No man cometh to the Father, but by me.

Jesus said that three characteristics define the person who comes to God:

· They must do it His way, not some other way that may seem more convenient or acceptable.

· They must base it on God’s truth, not on what they can verify scientifically or what appears to make sense.

· They must realize that the things of God produce life and they are expected to do those things that lead to life, not the things that are evil.

Jesus said that He is the way to the Father.  Because of the consistent truthfulness of Jesus, we can trust that there is not another way.  There is no other plan by which we can come to God that he has not told us about.  The only way is through trusting what Jesus did for us on the cross and allowing him to pay the price for our sins.  God gives no other way.

How truthful are you?  Do you say what is politically correct or the pure truth?

Can your friends and associates trust what comes out of your mouth, or do you have a reputation of saying whatever makes others like you and is socially acceptable.  
Here are five “I will” principles to practice in order to incorporate the character trait of truthfulness into your life (write these on a poster, board or overhead transparency).

1. I will tell the truth

2. I will encourage others to be truthful.

3. I will not cheat or steal.

4. I will admit when I’m wrong. 

5. I will not exaggerate to make things seem different from what they are.

Closing #1: Let’s dialog about it with one another.

· Shift the group into small discussion groups of 3-4.

· Encourage groups to list the hindrances in their own lives to practicing truthfulness in their families and with acquaintances.

· Ask groups to share their feelings with the whole groups.

Closing #2: Let’s close in silent prayer, ask God:

· To forgive you for things in your life that cause you to focus on yourself instead of the needs that are around you.

· To show you how to practice truthfulness in your life.

· To make you aware of opportunities to grow in this character trait.
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