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Flexibility is the willingness to change my plans or ideas

according to the direction of my authorities.
ALEXANDER HAMILTON & JAMES MADISON

By Steve Withrow 

Pastor & Editor, Charlotte, NC

In 1776 the founders of our country signed the Declaration of Independence in the hope of creating a new democratic republic, the likes of which the world had never known.  Of the many agreements necessary to create the republic, it turns out that this may well have been the easiest.  The more difficult agreements would follow after the war, as many strong leaders would lock horns to determine just what the nature of the new republic should be.  In order for the nation to survive it would require great flexibility on the part of America’s leaders, else the whole experiment in self government would rend itself in schism.

Two of the central characters in the emergent nation forged a compromise at Thomas Jefferson’s dinner table that saved the union from yet another crisis:  Alexander Hamilton and James Madison.

It was 1790, three years after the Constitution’s adoption.  America was deeply in debt, and foreign banks would not extend credit because our economy was a fragmented shambles.  Hamilton, the Secretary of the Treasury, in an attempt to place America on stronger financial footing, devised a plan to consolidate the debts of all the states into one federal debt, then tax the states appropriately to pay the bill.  The Virginians, led by Madison had effectively stopped the proposal dead in its tracks because of their fear of creating a central government with too much power.

Also at stake was the permanent location of the nation’s capital.  Philadelphia and New York were the frontrunners, and the possibility of a Potomac River site, so coveted by the Virginians was slim and none.  This would diminish Virginia’s influence.  Both New England and the South had threatened secession over various issues, and both Hamilton and Madison, the leaders of the opposing camps, who had in years previous co-authored the Federalist Papers together, knew the high stakes involved.  Their flexibility in finding an appropriate compromise would determine America’s destiny.

As it turned out they forged an agreement where Madison agreed to allow Hamilton’s debt consolidation proposal to pass, and Hamilton endorsed the Potomac River site for the new capital.  Though the deal did not please anyone 100%, there was enough to enable it to pass through congress.  That America survives today is a testimony to the flexibility of Hamilton, Madison, and others like them who remained flexible, despite their strong opinions.






Flexibility is not setting my affections on plans or places that could be changed by those whom I am serving.


