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Flexibility is the willingness to change my plans or ideas

according to the direction of my authorities.

BE FLEXIBLE, BUT KNOW WHERE TO DRAW THE LINE

By Clyde C. Miller

Pastor Emeritus for Congregational Care, First Christian Assembly – Cincinnati, OH

1. Flexibility defined by the "stuff of life"

If you've never raised a teenager, don't try to convince the world that you know the meaning of flexibility.  We're not talking about rubber bands here; we're talking about human wills, the iron of the soul.

Flexibility is easy to "dictionary-define" but translated into the "stuff of life" the term grows a great deal muddier.  It is the ability to adapt, allow for diversity, give the other person some room, --even in your space; -- especially in your space.

2. President Jimmy Carter defines inflexibility

Flexibility defines the life style and modus operandi of Jimmy Carter, our 39th president of the United States.  "The opposite of Carter's approach, of course, is inflexibility."  Mr. Carter writes:

"Fundamentalist thinking means the thinker is absolutely sure he is right.  You don't want to learn new facts, because they might disturb your previous opinions.  You become convinced that your truths have come from God and anyone who disagrees with you is wrong, and the next step is that they're inferior, and the ultimate case is, subhuman.  That leads to a lot of persecution in the world."  (from the magazine, BOOK, November 2001 issue, page 34).

There is much to commend Mr. Carter’s perspective, unless, of course, you take his words to mean that there are no bedrock, non-negotiable principles upon which we as Christians stand.

3. Flexibility and Compromise are related but not the same

And, yes, flexibility does involve some of that Christian "anathema word," compromise. For, to compromise means to mix your own ambitions, decisions and actions with those of others in any area where you can, so that "mine" is changed to "ours". Ownership is thus broadened and dead-ends averted.  Flexibility allows this.  Inflexibility forces each person into his own corner all the while muttering, "I'm right and I'll break you if you don't do it my way."

Flexibility is in order as a team effort all the way down to one's principles.  Here, Principles erect their own "stop, no trespassing" signs.  Principles are the bedrock foundation that make a person who he or she is.  They define the person.  Here flexibility meets its boundary.  Here there is no bending, no conforming, no compromise.  The Ten Commandments are fundamental, for instance. God booms, "No other gods before Me," and here there is no "wiggle room."  The command will not bend but it will eventually fracture any who attempt to break it.

4. A Flexible Conclusion

So, most of life, - relationships, decisions, actions, - almost all demand flexibility.  However, wherever and in whatever God disallows flexibility, there we also must draw our line.  Finally, as a pastor friend of mine, Randy Young of Cleveland, Ohio says, "the 9th Beatitude should be, "Blessed are the flexible for they shall bend and not break."  Flexibility - almost always a good quality if you want to stay in one piece, or -- in one peace.  Amen!
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Flexibility is not setting my affections on plans or places that could be changed by those whom I am serving.


