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Dependability is fulfilling what I consented to do, even if it means unexpected sacrifice.
THOMAS WATSON, DEPENDABLE ASSISTANT

Short Version

By Steve Withrow

Pastor, Editor – Charlotte, NC 

The man that Alexander Graham Bell DEPENDED on to bring his concepts to reality was his indispensable assistant, Thomas Watson.  In 1874 the 21-year old Watson met Bell, and they began a collaboration that lasted seven years. 

A skilled mechanic and builder of prototypes, Watson for two years provided daily everything that Bell required.  He built their first speaking telephone from a rough sketch in a single day.  It failed, but within a month they had produced a new type transmitter that worked.  Their first successful connection was like a 911 call.  Bell spilled acid on his pants and called out, “Mr. Watson, come here, I want you.”  Watson heard the words over his receiver and came running.  The rest is history.

The DEPENDABLE Watson was incredibly busy for the next four years.  He designed and improved their transmitters and receivers, wrote detailed instruction books, testified in legal suits, filed applications for about 40 U.S. patents, and made many trips to inspect installations and improve equipment.

Their demonstrations of the new invention showcased Watson’s DEPENDABLE good humor as he furnished vocal entertainment for Bell and his guests from several miles away.  He scored points with his “tonally challenged” singing.  “My singing was always a hit,” he said.  “The telephone obscured its defects and gave it a mystic touch.”*
*
From “Thomas A. Watson of East Braintree,” a presentation by Margorie Maxham, librarian/archivist for the Braintree Historical Society.  Braintree was Watson’s hometown.

Located on this website which is no longer inactive:  www.beld.com/taw2.htm
A longer 4-minute testimonial version of this story is available on our website under the character quality of “dependability.”  See www.charactercincinnati.org, click “faith,” then “49 Character Qualities,” then “Dependability.”







Dependability is purposing in our hearts to do the will of God whatever the cost.


