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Dependability is fulfilling what I consented to do, even if it means unexpected sacrifice.
JONATHAN, DAVID’S DEPENDABLE FRIEND

By Steve Withrow

Pastor, Editor – Charlotte, NC 

In the book of First Samuel we find the story of Jonathan, the son of King Saul, and best friend of David the giant-killer. (1) The deep friendship of Jonathan and David was a most unexpected blessing, for they were natural rivals.  Jonathan was the King’s firstborn, and according to custom should have been the next king of Israel, yet God had chosen David in his place.  Both young men were valiant warriors, and both had been caught in the violent melancholy of Saul’s uneasy thoughts (2) that constantly schemed to pit them against each other.

Yet, despite the odds their friendship thrived, due in large part to several of Jonathan’s character traits, one of which was DEPENDABILITY.  Jonathan was a DEPENDABLE friend to David.  He defended David to his father, (3) even when Saul threatened his life for it. (4) He was a DEPENDABLE source of inside information to David, (5) which saved David from an assassination plot by King Saul. (6)
But Jonathan was not the only reliable one.  He knew he could DEPEND on David too.  David swore a covenant to take care of Jonathan’s descendents, (7) and after Jonathan’s death, David took care of Jonathan’s crippled son Mephibosheth for the rest of his days. (8)
(1) I Samuel 18:1

(2) I Samuel 18:9 & 28-29

(3) I Samuel 19:4-7

(4) I Samuel 20:30-33

(5) I Samuel 19:2

(6) I Samuel 20:12-42

(7) I Samuel 20:14-17, 42

(8) II Samuel 9:1-13







Dependability is purposing in our hearts to do the will of God whatever the cost.


